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In considering the evolution of the planning profession in South
Australia (SA), and indeed in Australia, the name Gavin Walkley (1911-
2006) is integral to any historical review. For over 25 years Walkley
successfully pursued and enabled the establishment and maturation
of planning education and the planning profession in South Australia,
contributing significantly also to its national development.
The 60th anniversary birthday celebrations at the University of South
Australia are very much a recognition of Walkley's tireless endeavours as
well as the pivotal role he played in establishing the program, together
with the spirit and collective support of the staff and students who
passed through its doors and teaching spaces.
Born in North Adelaide in 1911, Walkley was educated at St Peter's
College and St Mark's College before gaining an apprenticeship under
prominent architect Louis Laybourne Smith, of Woods Bagot Laybourne
Smith and Irwin (WBLS&I) (now Woods Bagot Architects). Laybourne
Smith, together with Walter Bagot, became his mentors. After obtaining
a masters degree at Cambridge University, Walkey returned to Adelaide,
participated in World War II, and was thereafter hired by Laybourne
Smith in late 1945 to teach 'History of Architecture 1'. Laybourne
Smith was then Head of the School of Architecture (established in
1906) at the then School of Mines and Industries (1886-1960) (later the
South Australian Institute of Technology (SAlT) (1960-95) and now the
University of South Australia (established 1991).
The South Australian political and economic landscape changed
dramatically following the Second World War, particularly with the
Playford industrialisation agenda and the creation of the South
Australian Housing Trust (SAHT). [Sir] John Overall was engaged to
lead the Trust and Walkley gained a 'Planning Officer' position dealing
with projects at Elizabeth, Leigh Creek, Port Pirie and Port Augusta. A
friendship and professional bond immediately formed between Overall
and Walkley, with the two forming 'Overall and Walkley, Architects and
Planners' (1949-51), and later working together on various committees
including the National Capital Development Commission (NCDC).
Planning was a major topic of debate in SA in the late 1940S, much
allied to but also stifled by the Playford administration's ambitions. The
Town Planning Institute of South Australia (TPISA) was formed in early
1948, parliamentary lethargy delayed renovations to the Town Planning
Act 1929, an entourage of experts including Williams-Ellis, Abercrombie
and Winston visited Adelaide promoting the merits of planning, and the
Trust was implementing plans for Elizabeth as well as numerous smaller
planning and design projects.
Through discussions with Laybourne Smith, Walkley successfully
pursued a proposal in late 1948 on behalf of the TPISA for the school
to establish a planning program. This program commenced classes
on 14 February 1949, slightly preceding the commencement of formal
programs at Sydney and Melbourne universities. Walkley co-ordinated
the courses, and personally taught 'History of Town Planning l' as well as
his 'History of Architecture l' course. He sought to deliver all if not part
of these two courses up until his retirement. Upon Laybourne Smith's
retirement, Walkley succeeded his mentor as Head of School in mid 1951,
retiring in July 1976, but still keeping contact with Laybourne Smith and
Bagot until their respective deaths in 1965 and 1963.
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During his term as Head, Walkley oversaw 25 years of growth and
maturation of planning and design tertiary education in the school, and
more widely also in Australia. He witnessed and directly influenced the
growth of programs and enrolment in his school, raised the profile and
credibility of the school as a planning and design learning and research
venue, and ensured its political and financial existence within its
tertiary bureaucracy.
At the school, the development of planning education was not
without its challenges due to the inflexibility of the School of Mines and
Industries bureaucracy, and this was not aided by modest enrolment
numbers in the early years. Over these years Walkley successfully
fought for better staffing and the addition of a full-time undergraduate
bachelor degree in planning. These initiatives were driven by his
passionate philosophical commitment to planning and planning
education, and drew upon his first hand investigations of program
structures and operations in England and the United States. He engaged
a regular suite of practitioners to teach courses before staff like Sharp,
Parsons, Bird, Mcl<enna, Rohozinski, Correy, Hill and Dare became more
permanent additions. To Harry Parsons (1964-68), Neil Bird (1968-71)
and then Tom McKenna (1971-77), he entrustecl the leadership of the
planning program while he concentrated on larger tertiary education
and professional institute challenges.
The TPISA had been formed under the chair of City of Adelaide Town
Clerk William Veale, with Walkley and Overall as inaugural committee
members. The TPISA became the South Australian entity for the Australian
Planning Institute (API) in 19S1-S2 (now the Planning Institute of Australia).
For over 25 years Walkley successfully pursued
and enabled the establishment and maturation
of planning education and the planning
profession in South Austra/[a/ contributing
significantly also to its national development
Walkley was instrumental in administering and quietly driving the
TPISA, and later RAPI (SA), and ensuring its credibility. He served as State
President of RAPI (SA) (19S4-S6), then National President (1964-66) whilst
also National President of RAIA (1964-66), and founded the Australian
Institute of Urban Studies (AIUS) in 1965, serving as its inaugural director
(1968-69). These were important years for PIA in obtaining a royal charter,
formalising its constitution, and setting its future organisational and
political agendas, articulating education accreditation structures, and
providing an active and articulate voice within the massive urbanization
phase that engulfed Australia in the 1960s.
In recognition of this professional service he received various honours
including the Sidney Luker Memorial Medal for 'a notable contribution
to Town and Regional Planning in Australia' (1962); the first Honorary Life
Fellow of AIUS (1970); Life Fellow of RAIA (1970), Life Fellow of RAPI (1972),
Fellow of AILA (1988), FRIBA, FRTPI, and a CBE 'for services to Architecture
and Government' (1968). In 1991 he received a 'Distinguished Alumni
Award' from the University of Adelaide 'for services to the University,
St Mark's College and the professions of Architecture and Planning', and
in 1995 the University of South Australia awarded Walkley an Honorary
Doctorate in recognition of his services to the University and the
disciplines of architecture, planning, and landscape architecture.
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